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YOUTH CORNER

My Experience of TECH 2014 - By Shishir

Intro

It was 7:30 AM, May 8™ 2014. We hurried towards the car, leaving our home behind. We had brought all we
needed, water bottles, snacks, and lunch. Me and my Dad, we both were sitting down with our seatbelts
fastened in our car. We were heading to the Capitol Building at the Illinois capital, Springfield. The reason I
was going there was the TECH 2014, an annual program where schools around the state come to present to the
Legislators why they should give us money for technology spending. Two other kids in my grade from my
school were also with me. We were presenting the application and usage of multimedia programming lan-
guage Scratch which was developed at MIT.

The Capitol

The car ride wasn’t bad. Once we had entered the city, I couldn’t wait to see the inside. The outside had some
fine architecture. The dome on top sparkled with silver in the sunlight; it looked as if the Lincoln Monument
in Washington DC had stuck right in front of the Capitol. Once everyone was there, we headed inside the
Capitol. The place was beautiful. The walls looked as though they had been made from bronze and gold. Our
place was right below the Rotunda, next to the statue they said was right in the middle of the state. The ro-
tunda was more amazing than anything I had ever seen. There were many carving-like paintings all around,
with a bunch of colored glass, and in the middle was the State Seal.

The People

People started coming and walking around. At first, I was slightly nervous, but then I got used to talking to the
people. The main reason people came by to watch was because of our Banana Piano which was programmed
using Scratch. I got to look around some of the booths set up by other schools. Our Representative, Carol A.
Sente, finally came by to look at our booth. Our Senator, Terry Link, couldn’t come, but a few other represen-
tatives came by as well.

The End

We finally finished and took a small tour of the Capitol. Then we headed towards Lincoln’s home. The house
was historical and great. At last, we had to leave. In the car I was reading the Illinois Blue Book which they
gave us memento. This was one of my best days ever.
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